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COMPUTER PURCHASING POLICY 
 

  POLICY SUMMARY 

To increase support efficiency while reducing total cost of ownership, Northern Arizona University operates a 
centralized computer hardware standardization and purchasing program. Generally, all desktop, laptop, tablet, 
handheld and workstation computers configured with the Windows, Mac, Linux/Unix, iOS, iPadOS, Android, or 
ChromeOS operating systems purchased with University funds or funds under the University’s control must be 
selected from the University’s list of approved standard configurations or must otherwise be approved by the 
Information Technology Services (“ITS”) Computer Purchasing Manager. It is not required to purchase 
computer peripherals such as keyboards, mice, or monitors through the University’s computer purchasing 
program. 

 

REASON FOR THIS POLICY 

Centralized computer standardization and purchasing reduces operational costs, increases support capabilities, 
efficiencies and ensures endpoint computing security compliance, and allows the University to negotiate 
discounts from its contracted computer vendors. 

 

ENTITIES AFFECTED BY THIS POLICY 

▪ All University units 

 

WHO SHOULD KNOW THIS POLICY 

▪ All University employees who use endpoint computing equipment 
▪ All University officials who administer or authorize endpoint computing equipment purchases 

 

DEFINITIONS 

Computer Hardware Committee: the committee, chaired by the ITS Computer Purchasing Manager and 
composed of IT support personnel, that reviews and approves the University’s standard endpoint computing 
configurations. 

 

ITS Computer Purchasing Manager: the University official who manages and oversees the University’s 
computer purchasing program in accordance with this and all other applicable purchasing policies. 

 

POLICY 

A. Applicability 
 

This policy applies to the purchasing of all desktop, laptop, tablet, handheld and workstation computing devices 
(collectively, “computing devices”) using University funds or funds under the University’s control that are 
configured with the Windows, Mac, Linux/Unix, iOS, iPad OS, Android, or ChromeOS operating systems. 

 
B. General 

 

Responsible Executive: Chief Information 
Officer Responsible Office: Information 

Technology Resources 
Effective Date: February 1, 2016 

Last Revised: February 2, 2024 
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