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Readers Ask… 
1. What’s this one about? [Thesis or Purpose Statement] 
2. Why does presenter think that they can reach that conclusion? 
[“Based on the data … “] 
3. How is the presenter setting up their research? Is it possible? 
[
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How to Prepare for the 5 Qs 
1. The Thesis Statement or Purpose Statement is core for writing 
abstracts. It’s often easier to talk it through first. 

2. All researchers show that their work is not on a whim. You took 

time to think about other researchers’ studies. Which studies 

pushed you into the current work that you are doing? 

3. Make your research design clear. Is this a 5-week study? A 2-year 

study? A scaffold-study, a set of 25 interviews, a collection of 50 

water samples from a creek? Be super specific. 

4. Work cited shows you who your researchers read. Look through 

the articles that influence your work/thinking and see who 

influenced their work. 

5. All abstracts include the findings, the conclusion, the overall 

purpose for the work. Don’t leave the reader guessing what the 

conclusion is. 
General Information 
1. Abstracts are often easier to write AFTER  the larger paper is 
written. If you don’t have a paper, then put a presentation together 
first. The information that you put on your slides will be the 
necessary detail that ought to be in your abstract.  

2. You don’t need introductory or background sentences. State it as 
you would when you’re in a hurry and your professor is off to a 
meeting. 

3. Find out from your professor what your discipline requires for the 
abstract.  

4. In general, Intro., background, aims, research rationale, results. 
  
5. Word Count: 200-300 (depend 0 epend 0 0 1 24
r.v so 250 is a 


