
What is a planetary analog? Why are they used and what can be learned 
from them? In this talk, I will explore how we can use natural 
laboratories on Earth - often located in extreme environments - to better 
understand processes on other planets such as Mars. We will examine 
different types of analog studies encompassing both science and space 
exploration. I will explain the conceptualization of planetary field analog 
studies, from development of a scientific question and selection of an 
analog site, to designing a field season and collecting and analyzing 
data.  I will also present initial results from an ongoing polythermal 
glacial weathering analog study from Arctic Sweden.
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