Fall 2017

HON 39X course descriptions

HON 391: ART IN SOCIAL JUSTICE
Kara Attrep

This course examines the creative responses to current social justice issues (Black Lives Matter, the
Women's March, DAPL, etc.). Through a socio-cultural and historical lens, we will explore the music, art,
literature, and film that has developed from these movements. Ultimately, the course will lead students
into our community to talk and learn from artists, filmmakers, authors, and musicians who, here in
Flagstaff, Arizona, and beyond, have been involved in creative endeavors to bring attention to social
justice issues. Students will also have an opportunity to engage in creative activities that address social
justice movements.

HON 393: SCIENCE IN THE AMERICAN MIND
Sasha Stortz

This seminar will focus on the complex role that science plays in society today. Using sources from
popular media to philosophy, will explore big questions such as: Are public perceptions of science
shifting in our society? Does science make controversies worse? How can scientific information be
communicated creatively? Students will analyze the role of science, technology, and communication in
case studies of controversies such as vaccination, climate change, and genetically modified organisms, as
well as emerging issues like human germline modification and automation. We will develop strategies
for effectively integrating scientific information into public discourse, from media to policy-making, and
beyond.

HON 394: CULT: IN TOO DEEP
Robyn Martin

This course explores the history, sociology, and psychology behind cults around the world by studying
selected cults, from national to global, and their group members and motivations in order to better
understand why cults exist and thrive. We will examine how and why society responds, sometimes
negatively and sometimes not, to these groups, when and how cults become dangers to others (local to
global), and finally finding different ways to relieve threats from particular cults around the world.
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