MA-TESL Comprehensive Exam for August 20, 2013

Instructions for test-takers: This is a “closed book™ exam. Thus, you may not use any
Ieference matc,rlals while 1espondmg, you may not consult notes, books, and/or articles during

.

additional ﬁlcs or documents that may reside on the computer hard drive or be avallablc through
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There are five (5} sections on the test. You must complete three (3) of them. All MA-TESL
students must take the ESL Foundations and Methods section. MA-TESL students will then
choose tweo (2) of the remaining four sections (ESL Curriculum and Program Administration;
Second Language Acquisition; Grammar; and Sociolinguistics). PhD students taking the test for
screening purposes can answer questions in any three (3) sections, but they cannot choose both

(a) ISE Foundationg 4 nd \_/]gmggs gnq sm ESleCurriculm and Prooram Administration :




L. Foundations and Methods (two questions; answer both)

1. English language teaching professionals recognize the importance of various learner

characteristics in language teaching and learning. Some of the learner characteristics
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e Age

e Aptitude

Beliefs and attitudes

Identity and ethnic group affiliation
Intelligence

[earning strategies

Learning styles

Motivation
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term(s_} that illustrates the multi-dimensionality of the learner characteristic. (b explain its



1. Curriculum and Program Administration {two questions; answer both)

1. Imagine that you are a language program adm;mstrator You have just returned from a
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administration. During those sessions, you gained insights into some of the challenges that
you are currently facing. You've returned to your home institution determined to do the
following: (a) inspire innovation among faculty, (b) reinvigorate burnt out faculty, (c) initiate
strategic planning, (d) become a better advocate of language program students and faculty,
(e) run more effective meetings, and (f) do a better job of decision making and negotiating.

Select FOUR of these areas for immediate attention. In your opening paragraph, identify the
challenges that you are going to focus on. Provide a rationale for your decision to pursue
each area, and then describe the steps that you mi ght take to bring about each of these
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clause types relates to the concept of “finiteness”. Describe the structural differences between
finite and non-finite dependent clauses. In addition, identify and iflustrate 6 specific
dependent clause types: 3 finite clause types, and 3 non-finite clause types. Which of these
types are especially common in conversation? Which are especially common in academic
writing?

Analyze the following sentences using the diagramming system that you are most familiar
with, In your diagrams, label the forms, grammatical functions, and word classes of all words

and constituents in each sentence,

a. The interests of young children were subsequently related to performance indirection
of attentional shift to items in the peripheral visual field. (Acad)

b. He paused to give the jury a chance to consider the circumstances surrounding the
murder., (News)

¢. She asked me to tell her why I left the room to run after the waiter, (Fict)

d. That’s somebody that I think [ want to know about. (Conv)
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V. SLA {two questions; answer both)

1. AgeandSLA

The Critical Period Hypothesis (CPH) has led to a long-standing yet contentious line of research
in SLA. Define the CPH and the controversy surrounding it. Cite two different positions and for

each one describe what research on age from both empirical and theoretical/position papers has
shown, For each position, discuss implications of the CPH to L2 policy and practice.

2. Research Methods in SLA
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