
of multiple organizations including the Council for Accreditation of Educator Preparation (NCATE/CAEP), the National Council o f  

Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) ,  I n t e r s t a t e  T e a c h e r  A s s e s s m e n t  a n d  S u p p o r t  C o n s o r t i u m  ( I n T A S C )  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A r i z o n a .   

Y o u  h a v e  a l r e a d y  c o m p l e t e d  m a n y  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  d u r i n g  y o u r  t i m e  i n  o u r  p r o g r a m s  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w i l l  

b e  m e t  t h r o u g h  y o u r  s t u dent teaching experience.  Some of these requirements are met through observations of your in - class 

i n s t r u c t i o n ,  s t u d e n t  t e a c h i n g  p o r t f o l i o / n o t e b o o k ,  weekly  reflections, and the below assignment -  C a n d i d a t e  W o r k  S a m p l e  ( C W S )  
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Part 1: Overview/Introduction (~1 page max) 
This section provides space for an overview and introduction of where you will be teaching your CWS unit.  Please provide 
details explaining:  

�x Implementation information – School name, dates of implementation, topic of CWS, characteristics of the community 
and school that may affect learning?  

�x Class characteristics - Level of class (i.e. Algebra, Honors Geometry, Biology, A.P. Physics), number of students, and 
characteristics of classroom that may affect learning?  

�x Class demographics (describe each class separately) - Identify student and course differences (do not give student 
names) in your classes and how that may affect learning (i.e. diversity, special Ed IEPs, ESL students, students in athletic 
programs, 504s, gifted program students, AP class, remedial class, etc.)  

�x Instruction and assessment implications - List specific implications for instruction and assessment based on the 
individual students, community, school, and classroom characteristics you are working with?  (i.e. How might you need 
to adjust instruction if you have a diverse population?  How might your instruction be adjusted if your school is in a 
rural vs. urban setting.  What do you need to be aware of when planning your unit?) 

 
Part 2: Planning the Unit: (~5-7 pages) 
Provide a table outlining your instructional unit.  Identify the topic(s) and main activity(ies) for each instructional day of your 
CWS.  Indicate the alignment between the standards and practices, objectives, assessments (pre/post tests and formative), and 
instructional activities.  This is not to be written at the detailed level of lesson plans; rather it is a brief overview of your 
instructional unit.  This helps to get some big picture ideas for your unit and make sure you are addressing all of the required 
content.  (Below is an example table) 

�x Day – this indicates the instructional day #(s) of your CWS 
�x State Standard – write out the full content standard and math practice for each instructional day(s) 
�x Topic & Objective – list the instructional day(s) topic and then in a different line list the objective in the SWBAT form – 

you may have the same objective for multiple instructional days. 
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Sample Planning Table 

Day 

State Standards 
Arizona Content & 

Mathematical Practice 
Standards (MP) 

Topic & Objective(s) 
Assessments 

(summative & 
formative) 

Instructional 
Activity(ies) 

Alignment 
to rubric 
Part 3  

rows 1a & b,  
2 a-d, and 3 a-c 

1 

7.RP.2:  Recognize and 
represent proportional 
relationships between 
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5 

7.RP.3: Use 
proportional 
relationships to solve 
multi-step ratio and 
percent problems. 
 
7.MP.1: Make sense of 
problems and persevere 
in problem solving 
 
7.MP.4: Model with 
mathematics  

Use proportional 
relationships to solve 
percent problems 
 
SWBAT use 
proportional 
relationships to solve 
multi-step ratio and 
percent problems 

Pre-Test: #10 
 
Post-Test: #15, 16 
 
Formative Assessment:   
Informal – closed eye 1, 
2, 3, scale 
 

Problem Solving Round 
Robin 
 
 
Book problems: p. 127 
– 3, 5, 6, 11, 15, 18 

The candidate engages 
students in 2b) 
identifying key 
mathematical ideas  
 
The candidate is able to 
successfully 3a) 
monitor students’ 
progress and make 
instructional decisions  
 

 
Below the table, write a short narrative describing the overall unit and the learning experiences your students will encounter.  
Topics to include: 

�x Explain cognitive levels of tasks 
�x Describe how students will experience conceptual understanding and procedural proficiencies throughout the unit – 

how many days of the unit are dedicated to conceptual understanding or procedural proficiencies 
�x How is technology enhancing students’ conceptual understanding? 
�x How will you meet the needs of all students during each day of the unit and overall? 
�x Explain the sequential learning opportunity for students.  Where do they connect new learning to prior knowledge and 

experiences?   
�x Explain why the unit is developmentally appropriate yet 



Math - 
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The 12% (or 4 students) not achieving 70% is attributed to several points.  One student was absent 8 of the 13 days of 
instruction.  Though I tried to get them into the classroom during lunch, I was never able fully devote the time needed 
to catch the student up.  Two of the students really persevered in working towards understanding the content.  One of 
the students went from a 5% of the pretest to a 72% on the posttest; however, still missing this question on the test.  
The other student had a similar experience going from a 11% to a 68%.  The last student made a mathematical error 
causing them to miss the problem. 

 
Part 4: Reflecting and Moving Forward: (~3-5 pages) 
This section is for further analyzing and reflecting upon the unit you taught.  Be sure to also provide an insightful reflection on 
how you have effectively demonstrated (or not) professional responsibilities such as interacting effectively with colleagues, 
parents and students, the completion of professional duties and the application of ethics of the profession in order to improve 
your daily professional practice.  What specific professional development needs do you plan on addressing early in your 
teaching career and why?   
 
Write a narrative that addresses the above paragraph and some of the following questions: 

�x Did all of your students learn? 
�x How well did your special populations do? 
�x Which learning activities were effective or not effective and why?  
�x What changes could you make to your unit or your practice that could improve results of student learning?   
�x What is the connection between successful student learning and the alignment of standards, learning objectives, 

assessment and instruction?  
�x Should other data to be considered? 
�x Should achievement be determined by mastery of objectives alone?  
�x How well did the formative assessments characterize your student learning DURING implementation of the unit?  
�x What changes would you make to improve the formative assessment of your unit?  
�x 
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2c) 
identifying and 

addressing student 
misconceptions, and 

2d) 
 employing a range of 
questioning strategies.  

(NCTM 3e) 
(InTASC 4, 8) 

and addressing student’s 
misconceptions. 

misconceptions and uses these 
ideas as opportunities for 
learning. 

Row 3�p 
3a) 

Monitor students’ 
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